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1. High School Football:   

Congratulations to our county’s football teams, coaches and communities.   Three teams 
competed for a state championship from our county.  Our student-athletes, coaches and 
communities competed and represented our county well.  We are proud of their 
accomplishments, their teamwork, their dedication and commitment and the recognition 
it brought to our county and our values.  Be sure to say thanks to your coaching staff and 
let them know you appreciate them.  They appreciate you and realize they could not do 
what they do without your support.     
 

2. Middle School Basketball 
Middle School basketball is underway!  We will have 4 weeks of basketball and our 
tournament when we return from Christmas break.   Here are current standings: 
 

	 	
 

3. Be thankful…and fearless!    
Everyone of our staff from Student Support Services, Athletics and Federal Programs wish you and 
your loved ones a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  Value time you have with your family.  
My grandmother used to always tell me that everything can change in the “twinkling of an eye.”  
She was referencing 1 Corinthians 15:52 when she would speak that.  She is right!  Life can change 
quickly!  We often tell ourselves we will be happy when….X, Y or Z happens.  Be happy now.  Don’t 
wait.  Enjoy the time you have now with your family.     
-------------------------- 
The ability to adapt is a great gift.  One of the most moving and influential books I have read of late 
was Erwin McManus’s The Last Arrow.  McManus was a student at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill and now lives in California and is the leader of MOSAIC, which is 
recognized as one of America’s most influential and innovative churches.  He is a fantastic writer 
and thinker.    
 
The nexus of McManus’s The Last Arrow is that people often choose average because it is safe.  He 
encourages us to use every arrow in our quiver while living life.  His book title references 2 Kings 
13:18.  I highly recommend the book.  It has certainly changed my perspective….enjoy your holidays, 
your family, and be fearless in 2018!   

 
“We can become so afraid of death that we never live, so afraid of failure that we never 

risk, so afraid of pain that we never discover how strong we really are.”  
― Erwin Raphael McManus, The Last Arrow: Save Nothing for the Next Life 

 


